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In Thailand, “Chao Lay” or coastal and island ethnic communities and other small-scale
coastal fishing communities who use simple boats and equipment, are considered important
local communities deeply familiar with the natural environments. They possess local knowledge
that has been passed down through generations, derived from their experiences and a deep
connection with nature. This knowledge serves as valuable, empirical evidence regarding the
state of ecosystems and environmental changes. Their understanding is often rooted in their
strong bond with nature.

Many of these communities refer to the sea as the "rice bowl", emphasizing the need to
collectively protect and conserve vital natural resources. In several areas, local customs and
regulations are in place to manage and protect the environment based on everyday practices.

As Thailand is currently engaged in the National Ecosystem Assessment (NEA) project,
focusing on coastal and shoreline ecosystems, this local knowledge plays a vital role in
enhancing the understanding of the "services" provided by these ecosystems. It sheds light on
the changes in ecosystem dynamics, and simultaneously, working alongside local communities in
data collection helps reveal the impact of these changes on the way of life and quality of life of
the people in those regions. For instance, when resources decline, villagers must adapt their
livelihood strategies, such as venturing further out to sea for longer periods, using larger and
more powerful boats, and investing in more efficient fishing equipment. However, this shift may
result in a decrease in traditional knowledge and an increased dependence on external
technologies or other societal factors.

Recognizing the importance of local knowledge, the project to carry out “Indigenous and
Local Knowledge (ILK) Scoping Activities for the Thailand National Ecosystem Assessment”
collected preliminary data in coastal and fishing communities, coordinated, prepared, and
organized workshops that identified key policy questions, then the data were analyzed and
synthesized. These workshops were two-way communication processes, not just data collection
on ftraditional wisdom and environmental changes. They were meant to inform local
communities about Thailand's National Ecosystem Assessment, g¢ather their feedback,
observations, and recommendations on monitoring changes, and proposing national policies for

more sustainable management of coastal and shoreline ecosystems.
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and ecosystems influenced your understanding of nature?
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THAILAND, Chao Lay People
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