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Abstract

This article aims to revisit the transition to democracy
in South Korea. Previous studies tended to focus exclusively on the roles
of civil society, elites or even external actors, particularly the United States.
The article contends that the study of democratic transition should
consider the overall strategic interaction among key actors. This interaction
is intrinsically strategic in the sense that an actor’s action could consequently
either empower or limit other actors’ strategic choices. In the case of
South Korea, on the one hand, the massive role of civil society
together with the noticeable pressure from the US reinforced the role
of elites in the democratization camp (such as elites in opposition
parties and “soft-liners” within the authoritarian regime), while on the
other hand it restricted the hardliner’s choice to crush the democratization
movement by force. Ultimately, the authoritarian government was

compelled to transfer power democratically.

Keyword: transition to democracy, South Korea, strategic interaction,

actor
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Duszozinadaud 11feu aufamasd uasgnisduldusasumin
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daduaumvnsenSiulunmald 4 Wue (Cumings, 2005) Wiinisuaansy
aglvinsatiuayuisuiaveu wildnenaunedulilivssmsiimneAuungs

Feenalannduliusemstinannisidnlvgaiedlumnnisalanulaasy

) a ¢

7117199 59150 9aLay (Richard Allen) M USN®1USESIUISUALTHLAY

Y

)

= o |

fafunaAauuIgIsguIanImaladsu]Nse1vesgiomsiuse
NMsUsEMsTInuneAuwAIIasSeulaliou “argi1mn9aswI19naIssA
avvusIga” wagluiiefiaasguiaveuseuliAuungad duluds

an3gelisn (Gleysteen, 1999; Lee, 2020)
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a¥afnsusean” (Korean Council for Labor Welfare) 8nwilsiuansdifay
Tunavszdsauongueauiaiad Tdsungudnds “aunauuimmans
mmaﬁmﬁ'ammqﬁﬁﬁu” (Catholic Priests’ Association for Justice)
uanneTetwesdnslundasnguuds Salinsnedaniovienedng
sefurRieUszanueusniudndae 16un annsindeulwiioussrvu
wazUsza15 Ulne (Coundl of Movement for People and Democracy)
wazawrwisdii ausyrsulaewazn1ssaue R (National Congress
for Democracy and Reunification) & ssiouniiaaedldsaufuiistenan

Tunmsiadeulym (Kim, 2000)

UDNIINATVYIEA T ITIUILDIANTHED TudINveIAINTTY
mMaguLNUsETehvenedieg NN iy yndeyadninnumsawian
YoUNME NuUI naINAsguaveuldUaiuninianisdedlul A, 1983

TudnunAanssumsguuuuserinvesnadssmdmunagusing 4 laveady
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Wndauinndn 4 wi1d wagiiiud uegadeid osaufiad A 1987
Wuihdanaiiduansdfidanuiuiiunniiande nquiniSoudndnw
MNAAIUIeNIENTYNYNUsERsesiniTsutdnAnwiagnudl I1uiu
Fiinsmdseinsleiiinnn 36,585 au Tud am. 1983 10U 469,000 Ay

08 A, 1985 fouft Wl a.a. 1987 audisndu 930,644 Ay (Chung, 2002)
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Snuilefuanaisuliunumuing W uae suduiludiediu
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wazAnune WilvidiuAanssunianisdies (Thompsen and Kim, 1993)
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wisAUszr15Ulnelunin1ua (New Korea Democratic Party: NKDP)
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(Saxer, 2002)
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nauedAnInIAUsEIdAusiseanuaaInsalisenTedliuuunsss sy
Tnelhdendeuszsnuniuilaenss 13enfoslidsuiaimamansuywesy
uazAiladosmmanonaaasygia Wy Tull o 1986 o195 inende
29 wiis 91U 783 Au ldsenuaainisaldiudusunsesssutalulsziay
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Useinmhlagnguin@nwiiazniadszydeau (Kim, 2000)
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\fion15590913 (Reunification Democratic Party: RDP) (9 21985 Bumned,
2556) Na1nn158 anssAn15idl ol e A1ud unnlwalvin kA u dusiug
symrutuhdeduiuwwsalunausssdauiinnusuusnna
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(Kim, 2016)

%29n75195971999na4 (.4, 1987)
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