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Abstract

This article presents marine resource based way of life of the
Urak Lawoi at Ban Rawai, Phuket Province. These people have
accumulated marine knowledge from close observation and close ties to
the sea. Local knowledge consists of technical knowledge for
categorizing natural features like sea, waves, clouds, winds, moon and
stars. They also possess navigational skills and able to travel a long
distance. Their way of life is also based on helping one another through
social unit(s) that also allows open access to common resources.
Therefare, it is also the knowledge about social relations. Moreover, the
Urak Lawoi have developed an abstract knowledge for regulating
resource use behaviors. It is the knowledge about power ideology
which gives rise to traditions, relations and regulations. This also
reflects respect to nature and becomes conservation ethics. Urak Lawoi
elderly see the importance of this knowledge so they try to pass it down
to younger generations for the cultural survival of their group.

Nowadays, learning local knowledge is disrupted by
development impact. Urak Lawoi's land and marine areas have
becoming limited. Younger generations have adapted to the new world
surrounding them because they see better chances out of poverty, debt

and the lack of land rights. The revival of traditional knowledge is
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becoming very important because it serves as a root that affirms ethnic
identity and indigenous wisdom. Therefore, it legitimizes and empowers
the community and eventually will serve as a strength to make the

community manage natural resources through sustainable means.

Keywords: Chao Lay, Urak Lawoi, marine ecological knowledge,

passing down of traditional knowledge, development.
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