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Abstract

This paper aims to describe the dynamics of ethnic interactions,
relations and maintenance of Lanta Islanders in Krabi Province,
southern Thailand. These ethnic relations of the Chao Lay (Sea People),
Muslim-Thai, Chinese Thai, and Thai exist amidst cultural diversity and
can be traced back since the early historical settlement on the Island up
until the tourism period and post-tsunami period. The author used
qualitative research and anthropological participant observation
methods with unstructured interviews to obtain the data, from doing
literature review to living in the community. The research findings show
that Lanta Island has been a safe haven for several ethnic groups
through ages. Governmental documents recorded calamities resulted
from the co-existence of several cultural groups, and confirmed the
necessity of using regulation and laws to bring social order. However,
local oral histories reflected special types of interactions and relations
that brought about harmony among Lanta Islanders. Economic
cooperation was the beginning point of ethnic relations, then
intermarriage strengthens ties between cultural groups. Ethnic relations
were encouraged through intergroup child adoption; creating sworn
brotherhood-sisterhood or friendship; depending on same midwives;

exchanges and sharing of clothes, food, and other necessities; sharing
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similar cultural expressions. On one hand, nationalism policy created
factors in local administration, educational system, and collective
consciousness on local history, that resulted in integrating fundamental
thinking about common identity as Lanta Islanders. On the other hand,
the Pibunsongkhram policy on building a common nation allowed
central culture to dominate traditional cultures and create stratified
society amidst cultural diversity. Each group tries to maintain their
ethnic identity and boundaries with the strong sense of being the
Chao Lay, Chinese Thai, Muslim Thai, and Thai. The research found
the evidence of integrating foreign cultures into one's owns and
engaging in ethnic interactions and relations. The dynamics of ethnic
interactions, relations, and maintenances remain active due to the
factors of socio-cultural change, differences in educational levels,
differences in economic status, and demographic change. Development
in tourism businesses and the Project on Rehabilitation of Traditional
Communities and Sustainable Ecological System Management after
tsunami instigated the sense of appreciation of the Island Community
and the revival of traditional ways of life. This all lasts only a short while.
There are several factors in terms of practicality that carry out ethnic

interactions, relations, and maintenance in to a new context based on
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individualism and materialism. This is quite different from the social and

spirtual emphasis that they once were in earlier days.

Keywords: Lanta Islanders, interaction dynamics, ethnic maintenance
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