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Abstract

This article analyzes factors that the Urak Lawoi used in
selecting their settlement sites in Phuket, which give us a glimpse of
their marine semi-nomadic way of life. The principle factors consist of
physical factor and socio-cultural factor. Physical factor can be divided
into geographical factors and natural resource factors. Geographical
factors consist of features like having enough flat land area, having
sheltered bay, having enough beach gradient or navigation channel,
and providing a safe place from poisonous animals and other dangers.
Natural resource factors include fresh water sources, abundant natural
resources, and having network of eco-niches with diverse resources.

Socio-cultural factor can be divided into beliefs and relations

with the supernatural and contacts. Beliefs and relations with the

supernatural factor can be divided into decision making by spiritual
leaders and community instinct on settlement site. Contacts factor can

be divided into convenience in visiting relatives in other communities

and in trade or visiting markets.

Today, the Urak Lawoi have changed from semi-nomadic life to

living in permanent settlement. All the Urak Lawoi communities in

Phuket are facing problems regarding basic rights and land tenure

security.  These are from external factors-development process
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accentuating economic growth especially through tourism promotion,
and development of land rights using title paper; internal factors include
increasing number of Urak Lawoi population and limited space, poverty
and debt, fear of outsiders, and lack of self-organization. These
cumulative problems push the Urak Lawoi to move for their land tenure
rights and rights to livelihoods.

Community rights principle should be used to promote land
tenure security for the Urak Lawoi. They need to participate in natural
resource management, and coordination effort is necessary from the
Urak Lawoi themselves, from governmental agencies and non-
governmental organizations especially in developing special cultural
zone. Only through these can the Urak Lawoi continue their livelihood

while maintaining their ethnic identity and dignity of marine population.

Keywords: Chao Lay, Urak Lawoi, Rawai Community, Settlement
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