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Abstract

Substances commonly used in the Southern part
of Thailand include Krathom(mitragyna).  Canabis,
methamphelamine,  heroine, ectasy, ketamine and
codeime-cough syrup. The prevention and control of
substance abuse in the South are similar to those in the
other parts of Thailand which comply the  government
urgent policy of the “National coalition Strategy”. This
policy is based on the principle that “prevention should
come before control, drug users must be trealed and drug
dealers must be arrested”. The management of the
substance dependents can be classified into the systems.
The first system is carried out under the responsibility of
the Ministry of Public Health which declares that all
communily hospitals have a potential to set up a treatment
program for drug abusers. The second system is under the
responsibility of the community, especially the local
religious organizations, both Buddhist and Islamic ways.
The third system is the collaboralive program between the
Military and the Department of Detention of the Ministry of
Interior Affairs. A special kind of the "people Development
School” was organized, functioning mainly for physical and
psychologica rehabililation of the drug users who are

released from the prison or detention centres.
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