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Methodological Problems in Research on Weomen in Thailand®

Amarg Pongsapich

Intraduction

Thiz paper will be a discussion of the methodotogical problems | personaily expericnced as 1 was
doing rescarch on women during the past 15 years, [ will be dividing the discussion into 4 topics as follows :
{11 Literatere review and identification of reseaech priorities, {2) The siudy of changing family pattern in
Thatiand, (3) Economic role of women in Thailand, {4} Experiences on patticipatory actien research and
training on “'Family and Development.™

1. Litersture Reviews and identification of Research Priorities

In 1984 when ! was reviewing literature on women for the publication of a book of readings on
Women Issues (Amars Pongsapich, 1986) 1 found that almost all concepts and theorics related o women
have been presented s transiations and interpreiations of western theories. 1L was very clear that concepts
and theories on women's issues in Thailand still lag behing their western connterparts. At any rale, from
the documents available theoretical discussion On women issues may be classified into 2 growps, e, Lthose
who tend to be adhering to (he traditional sysiemn approach and those who prefer conflict model. The
first group believes that development leads o change tn status and role of women aad adjusiments oeed o
take place if the sysiem is (o remain viable. However, mosi writers do not seem to have much hepe in this
male-dominated society. Both, writers who follow sysiem approach and those who follow conflice approach
agre¢ that women in Thailand cannot be said to have equal status to men. Traditional Thal social structure
and values put forward that men were the leaders and women foliowers. These traditional values are reflected
tn the practice of polygamy and prostitution where men dominate and women are being suppressed,

A group ol writers feel that women should be activated to become coORscious of their status, roles,
righis to cquality, and to come forward instead of siand behind and/or follow the men. Issues reiated to
suppression of women should be made public. Women non-government organizations argé actve In educating
the public on this issne,

it was fourd that documents discussing issues related (o0 women were scattered in locadion and diverse
in topics ard systematic integration of studies on women's 15sues should help provide a cleater picture on
the stzius of women's studies activities and issues, Afrer analysis of available documents, concrete directives
may become evident for future studies,

in terms of ropic, women issues which have been researched om may be grouped into 2 main catego-
ries {1} women in agricadiure and wndustry, and (2 women and their families in the changing socio-economic
conditions in demography and other fields, Approximately 20 arricles related 1o women in agriculiure and
indesiry were reviewed and almost 40 articles were incladed in the category women and socio-economic
chanpes. in addition o these categories of issues related to women, groups of women have aist been focussed
for research, ie., nung, prostilutes, efe.

After the workshop following ihe project supported by UNESCOQ titied Identification of Issues
Concerring Women and Their Consideration in Development Planning, 2 subcommittee (o review lterature

+ & paper presened a2t ASEAN Workshop on Gender Stodies in Ponang, hialaysia, 13-15 Dectinber, 1939,



an women and identily research priorsties was nominated. As & resuli, the subcommitiee identified priocity
areas as follows :

1. Systematic evaloation of women's development plan,
1.1 compare with LN Declaration.
1.2 ¢xamine goverhmint developmint projects.
1.3 research leading to adjustment of lerg term plan.

2. Impacis of different faclers on women.
24 faw,
2.2 values on dependency.
2.3 formation of new values,
2.4 the use of female sex symbol for economic gain.
2.5 the influence of foreign culluse,

3. NGO and women i development.,
3.1 umbrella NGOs and their members.
3.2 housewives NGDs whose status depend on the hasbands,

13 NGOz with developmens philosophy,

4. Women in different occupation,
4.1 way-of-life, family, problem of women in different occupation viewed from class dimension,
4.2  way-of-ife, family, prablem of women in dilferent cocupation viewed {Tom types of occupation
which include women of mixed social class.
4.3 problems and limitation of career women,
- values, attitedes, way-of hie
- heaith
- wages
- advancement
- age
4.4 socio-pohtics-cconomic changes and impact On Women.

When Mapat Gordon summarized her effort of the survey of liderature on women (Gordon, 1988)
she made more refined classification than the one | did in 1984 as follows : popalation studies, role and
status of women, female labour, mother and child heaith, women and sccial problems, psychology and women,
education, others.  In addition she recommendcd the following research {opics.

1. V¥aioes and attitudes on women and sociely in
- suppression of women.
- socigbzaiion process of boys and girls.
- economic status and role of women in house-hatd,

2. Problems faced by woimen,
- IneoTme generalion.
- sipgle mother kowscheld.
- lamiily burden of working women.
- women in wnformal seclor,
- mipration for job and adjustment problem,
- female migrant labour compare 1o male.



- agricultura] woren and impact from detesiorating epvironmend.
- women and production control,
- women and job opportunity.

3. Womepn and education.
- companson of education oppertenity of men and women in formal and aor-farmal education.
- attitude of women and commuzmity on education and socialization of boys and girls.

4, Law and impact on women.
- role and status of women in statutory law versus commen law,
- negative impact of past and present law on women.
- past legat changes for the benefit of women,

In 1987, research funds sypporting regearch projects were made available for experienced as weil as
junior researchers. Now many more research repans or women in the socio-coitural and socio-cconomic
spheres are published. Although more depth in enderstanding the role and states of women is found but the
debate on the impact of maditions) bejeif and valuye systems on sex rale differentiation st continues, Attemnpts
have beer made o &y 1o waderstand why prostitutes tend to be women from certain region of ¢he countey
more than gther. Whether the social values of that region differs from other repions. While academicians
carTy out vesearch on factors leadimp to prostitution, action-orented group work hard to beht against forced
andsor chidd prostitetion through mass campaign to raise public consciousness and identification of tegal
measuies o help solve the problem,

At this point one can only say that more rescarch on socio-cyltural and sacio-economic aspects of
women 15 still needed for a more in-deplh vnderstanding of the issues related to women., At the moment
debate on many isswes related (o women and the Thai social system is still going on and reseasch findings
are ot concilusive.

2. The Siudy of Changing Family Fattern and Impact on Women

To nnderstand family pattern I felt that family must be put in the context of social structure, As [ wasg
trying to follow historical development of the Thai soctal structure. I was aebvious that T could trace back
1o Early Bangkok peried only. According te Akir Rabibadbana (1969} in the Barly Bangkok period (1782
1873} there were clearly two main classes in That society. The gpper class, nai, consisted of the nobles and
the prances whose roles were mainly governing roles. The lower class consisted of the pheai and the thai
who tilled the ja2nd, giving gifis t& and supporting the upper class by offering services,

During the Early Bangkok period before “‘westerpization’' status of women, vis-a-vic men was relg-
tively low. The traditional marriage law allowed men 1o punish women physically, but not vice versa; allowed
polygyny but not polyandry; and allowed aduitery by men but not by women,

An event that took place duning the reiga of Kng Rama IV indicating 2 form of protest by a woman
against forced marriage, is now known among ihose intercsled in women's issues. Amdaenp {Miss) Muan
submitted a petition to the King to be free from marrying the man she did not love, The King then iswued
the Royal Decree giving womesn the sight to choose their own bridegrooms at will. In addition, the King
afficialiv declared that the acls of selling and batiering wives by husbands were illegal and swbjected to
rovel punishment {Kanala Sckhapanij-Khantaprab, 1986,

Except for the above mentioned reports, pasi documentation does not give accounts of traditional
family lives and living conditions, especially the familics in the rural areas, Literary works portray lives in
the Bangkok areas mainly. To try to understand the situation, reconstruction is necessary., J have tried
using anthropological reports as basis for reconstruction of Family patterns in roral areas urnder the assemption
that i¢ is a surviving patiern of the pest. Family patierns in the city among the opper class described above,



are assumed to be a variation which came ebout through contacts with aad diffusion of other culiere {i.e.,
Indian influence).

Documents describing traditional sogial stiucture 1 reral areas directly canngt be found. Hecause
of lack of recorded data, ¥ feel that an examination of belief in spirit cults may provide background informa-
tion on ihe eraditional pattern of social siructure in rural areas. In the Northeast a pictore of non-unilineal
pattern of descent and residence is portrayed. However, it is wndeniable that there is a tendency to put
stronger emphasis or female {Condominas, 1975 1 295-258).

The local terms used for village spirits is phiputa or tspuban in the Northeast. Both terms dencte
maie gncestors. It appears that in Northeast Thailand, men play an {important role in the cubt of guardian
spirits. Tambizh states that tapwban is the *“'owner” of the village (hand, ¥illagers sometimes take this
ownership literally in the sense that he was the onginal founder of the lard {Tambiah, 1970 : 264

On the other kand, In Norih Theiland, the term phipuys is used. In this case female ancestors
seems 1o have a role here. Im studying spirit cults in Norihern Thasland, Cohen and Wijevewardene referred
to phipuys as “spivits of ancestors’ to be treated as 2 single cluster of instiutional activity. The beliefs and
activities of phlpuya cull exist in context. First in the context of other beliefs and practices and second in
their refation to the beliefs and practices of culturally related neighbours. In other words, they ase treated
as territorial spirits to be worshipped and propitiated on specizl occasions and repulasly (Cohen and Wi-
jevewardene, 1984 @ 250},

Wijeyewardene further elaborated in his own paper in the same volume that although matrilineal
spitit cules form a small par? of general spwit propitiation activity in MNemiz Thadland, the “*matrilineal™
featore seems to connegt with other aspects of social organization, particatarly certain forms of succession
and inheritance of domestic real estate. He also makes the observation that the connection between the
matrilineal culis and what seems to be 2 form of maintineal succsssion arises owt of a fortuitous connection
between the cults and the “rele” or “preference™ for the youngest daughter residing with her parents and
theriting their house (Wijevewardene, 1984 : 291).

In Farther elaboration of kinship ties in different regions of the country | found that among lowland
Thais, although families appear to be bitateral or cognatic, they foilow matrilogal or wxorilocal residence
rule. Aifler mamiage, the couples settle matritocaily but ties with the husbands' relziives are maintained.
Chai Podhisita states :

Studips to date khave shown that there Is no guestion marrifopality being the predominant
ivpe of post nuptial residence among most rural popufaiion aof Thailand. It i found to be 5o in
aff regions except the Sowth fChai Podhisita, 1984 & 885

There is no need to belabeor the fagt the biateral kindred is indeed an overt pattera of kinship in
rural thai society. H is important, however, to emphasize that the role of kinship and kin relations are
closely comnected with land and other resources. With land as the most important resource of rural agei-
culbureiists, land inheriance iz 2 very imporiant aspect of the kin relations.  Although, researchers use the
term “bifateral kindred™ to mdicate celations on both sides, the fact that laad is inherited through the femate
itne, makes it looks as if the paitern may moi be bilateral. Discussions of the previous sections certainiy
indicate that in the Worthern and Northeast Regions where traditional family practices were observed more
than in the Central Region, materilocality or unorlocal residence and even matrilineal descent may have been
kinship patiern some tisne in (he pasi.

Discussion or Uraditicnal family pattern provided so far certainly indicate some methadologica!
problems where infommation is fragmented and funher analysis of data available in non-written form showld
help fills the gaps seen at present, Qualitative research technigues such as the study of dife history, tocal oral
history, ete, should be encouraged as means of data coliection.



The use of belief In spirit cults as recomstruction of social structere of traditional society in the North
and Mortheast have also been commenled by many colleaques who do not beiieve in reconstruction, How-
ever, at the moment, 1 feel that the reconstruction should provide us with a hypothesis 1o be changed when
mere information is available,

Another methodolngical problem is when studying the role of women in the families and the distinction
between nuclear family and extended family is certainly important. Almost in all regions of Thailand it is
found that changes in family pattern takes place as the {amily grows and new members are recrnited in
through marriage. An example from the report of Jacques Amyot will demonstrate the point cleasly, Javcgues
Amyot studied 3 villages in Avutthaya and recorded that the traditional pattern of marital residence io
Thailand is that when a young couple marrics, they stay with \ht parents of the bride during an wtial pertod,
farming the parental land and caring for the Hvestock until they are able 1o star a household of their own
which useally takes from two to thres years. The oeasion may be (the marnage of another daughier of the
family. Traditionally, the women inherit the land and wen receive ondy cash or kind, so they become rather
dependent on their in-daws, Because of this, extended families tend o be composed predominanily of uxon-
lateral refanives. When the young couple leave their parenial home to Found a new household, the wife's
father provides fand in the viciity of the parental home to build a2 new house, Both houses are often joined
by a comsaon veraadzh. The wife's Father also provides land to cultivate according Lo whal was agreed on
at the ume of marrage. At the beginming of the separation, both families might still continue to share the
same kitchen and eat together but economics become distinct. However, there are many cascs when the
young couple starts a new household immediately afier marriage or moves in with the parents of the husband.
This takes place when the husband’s family is wealthier than that of the wife or when the husband is an only
child or there is no one else ieft to help at home, in this case, the man inherits the fand because he is the
only heir or he takes care of his parents in their old age (Jacques Amyot, 1976 @ 49).

The guestion whether families in Thailand are nuciear or extended cannot therefore ke answered
without detailed elaboration.

Furthermore, if one were to use netional household surveys to provide answer on lamily size and
farmiy strogture, ong faces diffioulty because definttion of houwsehold and famuly is certainly different. The
figures provided by the National Statistical Office indicate that for 1980, average household size for Thaland
is 5.3 and for Bangkok is 5.2 And, taking the fipures at face valug, withoul qualitative r¢search data, one
may not be aware of the cyclical family pattern and reach the wrong conclusion thar these are nuclear families
becagse they have less than & persons in the house,

It is also believed (hat modernization will bring about a2 reduction in extended family. Data from
the census of the Natiopal Staeistical Office of Thaizind for 1960, 1970, and 1983 are presented in Table 1.
Figures in the table indicate that change between 1960 and 1970 was minimal and that change became very
cbvious between 1970 and 1988, At this point one cannot say that the drop in family size is due 1o modes-
mization. Certaiply the family planming program implemented since the Third Mationral Economic and Social
Davelopment Plan {i972-1976) have had a very sirong impact on family size. Table 2 further elaborates
that change in family size is more apparent amonrg nor-agriceliural families.

it should ke noted that figures in Table 1 2nd 2 are for size of honsehold with no distinction made
between nuclear and extended, or extended-stem families. When anthropolopists provided demographic
information on the vilage population, they made distinctions between nuclear, extended, extended.stem, joint,
efc, agd ended wp describisg the domestic or family oycle. They all agreed that a family usually goes through
the cycle of extended chen nuclear and then extended family.

3 Economic Role of Women in Thailand

To evaluate impact of development on women (hrough the industrial development processes im
Thailand, data on women in domebased industsies stedied in an IO supporied project conducted by CUISRI



will be elaborated in this section.

Questionnaires were enuinerated by interviewing employees or subcontracted homebased workers
in different industries and coniractors were interviewed using interview guide. In the analysis thre¢ types
of work statws are included : {2) Part-time spbcontractors including farmers who work for the industeies
on part-time basis and general wage earners {non-agriculturalisis} who work for the industries on temporary
or partizl basis. (b) Full-iime swbrontraciors or those who work for the ndustry without baving income
from other sources. {c} Contsactors include three categories, i.¢., owner-operator, middleman-operator, and
family operator. The totat sample size was 286,

The discussion in this section will be en the econamic role of women in family maintenance and
emphasis will be put on remuneranion, income, and expenditure. And, as expected, the respondents agree
that homebased indusiries kave been essential (0 way-of-life of most workers. About %0 percent of the
respondents prefer 1o wark in the industry than not to work at all and almost alt of them nse the income
for family expenditure. Only five percent indicate that the income earned is for personal use orly. And,
i and when homebased work is Rot avaitable, more than 56 percent of the respondents would suffer because
the work has been the main source of Income or & very esséntial supplementary income, In this survey it
was not easy (o grasp the real meaning of family income and expenditvre. Since the team agrees that in ehis
type of analysis family income instead of personal incomne should be wsed, 1 was therefors necessary 1o ask
for income of members of family who earned tacome either full time or part tme.

In general ®) percent of the respondents are satsfied with the work arrangement and income.  Almiost
all respondents reported that the income is used mostly for the family. Only 5 percent reported using the
income for seif only, Among these 7.5 perceat of full time subconiractors and 4.3 percent of part time
subcontractors use the income for self and none of the contraciors reported so. Withowt the enterprise 80
percent of the contractors would seffer because it is their main occupation and they would have no job and
Ao incorme, However 45 percent of the part fime and 58 percent of the full time subcontractiors would suffer
for the same reasons. About half of the full time workers who stated that they will sot suffer can depend
on other family members for food and lodging, others are willing to find other jobs. Both groups ase
optimisiic that they will not suffer and will find alternative jobs. Pari-time subcontractors who reported
not suffering if this job is not available will fall back to their other agricultural income for snevival, Al
in 2ll, 30 percent of the subcontraciors will suffer,

In terms of work period and work hours even amenp part-time sebeontractors, about 49 percent
wark all year and 50 percent during non-agricubtural seasons. Most full titse subcontractars and contractors
work all year. Avemge working hours do aot differ very much.

iL 35 clear from the fignres here that everyone in the indwustries spend long hours working and the
compensation is not that high, eventhough workers do not complain very much. Beczuse of the early stage of
industrial development, people are willing to work hard For cash income which they had not been receiving a
few years back. ¥t is unforiynate that despite the labour put in, the return is not as high as one wishes,

[n tryisg o collect information oo work hours, iasiead of the wsyal time-allocation method, akempts
were made io ask the respondents to give average time spent on ¢ach activity. If scasonality is a factor,
attempis were also made to ask for longest number of hours and shortest number of houwss, 1t is fowad in
table 3 that housework were reported mostly by women while most men did not respond which means that
they did awol do any howsework. Similarly for entertainment or relaxation, the number is also small because
most people do not have time to relax. For homebased workers many work and waich television simml-
taneously and therefore very few people spend time exclusively for enterlainmeni.

Family siz¢ of the three groups, i.e., port-time/fuli-time subcontractors and contractors do not differ
very much. in atlempting to caicuizte family income and expenditure. The research isamn attempt to present
our priliminary finding. The following table 4 indicates that the income of all groups here are higher than



poverty line {3,823 baht/year and 5,814 baht/year for rural and urban respectively for 1986) which is as
expecied. Most families involved in homebased enterprises are families with at least 2-work persons in ithe
household, making the family income higher. Most people under poverty line are those in agriculture whose
income is seasonal and warelizble. Expenditures included in this table is family expenditure only.

The figures above indicate that f income 15 used for hopschold expenditure, the family should be
able to survive adeguately. However, figures Ifrom the survey indicate that there are other expenditure such
as rent, farm input, intevest, medicine, and other entertainment item such as lottery. When classified incame
and expenditure by imgdustry as presemted in Table 5 it becomes obwious that different industry require different
expenditure. This is another methodolagical problem. Many times respondents do not systematically ciassi-
fied their expenditure and at the moment it is somewhat difficult to separate household expenditure from
investment expenditure.

4. Experiences on Participstory Action Research and Trainlng on Family and Bevelopment

Ratloncle

Rapid socio-cconomic changes taken place in Thailand during the last decade affected traditional
societies in terms of production and way-of-life. Roles of men and women i families and comsmuniiies
have changed. They now kave more responsibilities and both men and women have to shift roles and adjust
to the changing socie-culivral cnvironment,

Family is the smallest institotion in society which will certainly be affected. It is both unit of pro-
duction and socialization. If adjusiment at this level is smooth, many of the subsequeni social problems
can then be avoided or prevented from happering.

in this project participatory action ressarch is desipned to work with villagers. Then growp dynamic
eaining and dialogue are used as techaique for idemtifying problems and solutions seeking. Once solution
has been identified through the matching of need assegsment and respurce assessmend, project designs can
be dsawn up for implementation. At the moment, the project is an-going.

Objectives

1. To promote good family relations by making male and female family members aware of the
changing socio-economic conditions and the need for role adjustment.

2. To help promote new social valees and conscience of mutwal responsibilities within {amilies
where men and women are treated equally with understanding and respect.

Troining Guidelines

i1y Group Dynemic Technigue
Conscientization progess s best initiated through group discussion. Instead of ore-way com-
munication, dialogue or Iwo-way comsmunication is psed to send messages. The resource person facilitates
and helps inittate discussion among group members on the topic of changing roles of men and women.
Yarious media to send message may be used depending on the situation and bedget available, Oncs Mes-
sages are sCnt, through group discussion, participants are made to evaluate the message, identify problems
and solutions,

in the training manual, ten seis of “‘dialoque” are made available for local rescurce persens (o wtilize
according to iheir needs and sitvation.  in each set of “dialoque’ a message is et and guidelines for discussion
is given to maake sure that the message is received comrectly. Attempts are also made to make the message
follow one another in cese the whole set of dialoques are used,

Resonrce persons are encouraged 0 adjust and alter the questions and the discussions as they see
fie, Flexibiiity is the key in the discussion.



The iocal resource persons who are being trained are given the opponunily to practice among
themselves before the actual smplementation.

(2) Content of the Training

Roles and responsibility of men and women in the family setling in changng economic, social,
and cuitnral conditions is the content of the curricelum. Learning process taken place between {rainess,
local resource persans, and villagers, either within each group ar between groups should help send 1he message
through. The learning process should help conscientize and facilitate changed in attitudes and values of family
members toward roles of men and women in lamily activities, i.e., child rearing, socialization, income-
generation education.

Ten zets of "“diaiogue™ are made avilabie (o be wsed and adjusted by the resource persons whe
will act as the facilitator initiating and penerating discussions among proup harticipants.

Remarks

Since the project is on-going, no conchisive remarks can be made. Expertences through 1he training
which 5 a technique to raise consciousness of the peaple on male/female roles in the family indicate that the
process was heastening, Many viilagers have not had the opportunity to examine themselves, and what
they learned through the dialogue in the training process made them aware of their problem.  n participatory
aclion research, need assessment and resource assessment are the first achivities which will lead 1o projec
identification and then implementation. For our project, attempis are made to incorporate the conscientization
efforts into existing tiaining programs. it i boped that the content offered will not be tpo absiract and do
not [it the néeds of the people. One methodological difficuity is ¢o find che feht mix between the conscitn-
tization component and the more sybstantive component of the project. Most action research are expected
to provide something to fulfit the needs of the local people.

Table 1 : Average household size in different regioms in 1960, 1970, 1980,

1941 {*) %70 (") 1580 1*) EVErApe
population no, of aerRge  population no. of average popubalion ng, of househald
househotd  kowsehedd household household  housthold Bousshold bousehold  houschodd wre

size site
Whale alion 34,157,916 4,616,654 LR S M37.374 59198500 5.7 44,824,540 3 45530 53
Rangkok Meirapolitan 2,136,436 335,968 4.2 3T 36] 45K 632 50 4, 697071 9, 591 52
Central Region B2¥L M2 1L318,97 57 iAILATY (821,558 57 14,423,143 2,795,144 5.2
Mortheast Region B991,543 | 4B1.655 LR (2,025,140 1,952,653 &1 15,698,878 211520 54
Morthern Region 5723108 LOT1L XN L3 T4E3,RE3 1.363.0410 54 074,100 1,873,109 4.8
Suuthern Region 327T1,5965 614,005 5.3 4271673 Exi el 55 5.628.216 1,060,655 53

Source * Mational Statisties Gffice



Tahle 2 : Average agriculinral and nop-agricultural households in 1960 and 1980,

Average agricuTlural huse eobd Average non-agricultursl househokd

1960 1980 10643 1980
Wholc Nation 57 55 5.8 5.0
Bangkok dsiropolitan 6.3 59 6.3 5.2
Cenirgl Region 5.7 54 5.4 540
Morhesst Region L 59 57 5.2
Marthern Ragion 54 5.0 5.0 4.4
Sguthern Region 5.3 54 5.4 5.1

Source - NSO, dillerenl yoars,

Table 3 : Mean hours spent on different activities classified by industry.

Fodad number Interviewed  Work thoumt  Housework (hours) Rest iHours) Emertalnnment jhours)
female mate tatzl female nale Temale mile femnle male fernule mate

garmeni &7 2 &9 9,43 BO0 246 {63 4.80{1) TAT{RE) T3C 2.0M 49

anificial Mowess 14 2 & 825 939 23003 20042 TIT(OXN 00 2145{1)y .00
woed carving 2 z 149 %30 43 Fa5Ey Z.00({1} .37 1.30 22465y L0
umbrella making 11 | 14 §.38 420 18010 1.0%{1} 127 [ 2.607 {9 i 40
gem, cutling 7 5 12 13.52 1348 6004 - 6,34 B3 EO0( 2800
lord preservalion M 5 35 922 WLAE  Z400Xdd 2.00(1% B.M{24) 7.00¢40 2300241 L0k
wickerware 48 12 60 9.2¢ 9.15 302 206N 7.32¢aTy B0 2.0F (34) 223 4E)
knile-making 3 5 £ 1043 .30 30042 . T.00 T30d4y 061y .00 (1)
beeck-making 21 L] 25 9,20 O 2B {09 - 826 TA0 {3 Z.i9{14) 4.00(1)
scafood 31 4 16 .05 900 255(2my - ALE 2.20 23837 10O )
All 42 44 IBS

Motes

1. Toczl namber interviewed,
2. Mot all mspondents provide answer, the average is calculated from hy the aumber of recponses.  in cases where the mumber

of respanses differ from the inizl mumber interviewed, the number of responses are indicated i parenthesis,

Teble 4 1 Average income and average expenditure per family per month.

SYETRGE average monihly expendilure

lncome rice foued snacks sehoal clothing elect. transpock
Farl lime £,936.53 s 84 57 154,43 147,24 198,53 158 .58 516.97
Full fime 4.818.24 ELAN 1,061.74 381.72 202.08 137.12 228,246 192.62
Crwner/aperator 1163179 14677 5 26307 SE8.13 rritA N 250,00 B53. 57 1218 22
dMiddlesen/ eperarsr 742060 ,511.% 3,049,854 TI250 23150 340,20 16200 333125

Family chfcrprse iD,598.29 421, 50 2,066 67 50925 4B6.25 218.24 G117 424532
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Table § : income and expenditure classified by industry.

Incormse Expeniturs
Fotal cioe Food educution  CWlfd  clothing wedlcine gumble  ioteres! sgridtioe renl
Garment 163515 36204 1,219.47 IRZ Q0  4EEGR 2I57R 123 T 25185 1LITLIG 90729 LSR5
(454 {29 (5 (20 (42} (543 (45} 1253 {10} (14) in
Artificial Mower IARIAT  A2R00 1HL76 17830 XEGT 113.59 31,93 9T.56 35.00 180071 -
(15 (2 {17 (EH (i4) k) {14y % L% n
Wood carving 540050 2528%F 93150 673 M0 221 14%.4] 14941 500,60 12332 &,00
(ify " (12} LEH 1) (12 R F) 121 {3 tn
Umbreelia making 350881 62464 102900 |10%.B0  261.88 8762 157 ZIIRI 4.R42.80 1.401.2%
2 {14} (29) (Epd] (153 2T {23t {18} 1}]] £
Gerre culling 53625 525010 TIS0D 66T 315.00 9780 3TAG 1273 Xode 335.0E
4y 23 163 1% 14) L] (5} 23 (§1] (L
Food preservation 557968 39935 | Q4547 NG62% 4217463 2221 11704 290408 24853 535,00
2B} () {36} P12} (27 EX]) (26) [ it t3
Wickerware T2 88 40944 1L3T2ES 14257 X408 14000 7387 941 B2L46 21620
111 (163 {34} N 27 132} (23] P13} (10} 15
Teonsmiehs krile S8 25060 143750 11557 3200 15542 Ti8E0 THRER  AIT.EZ 112000 E54.00
(9 (i {12} {3} () {12y (M %) 13 i (2
Brick making 05T 50 43906 1LZTEES 1S2BE  SS4.00 17614 B1.B9 24B4T4  TISBE SET.SD G000
(20} [ER) {267 T {20 {26} (% 3 Ly {2} {5}
Seafood proservation 5.946.50 1 617,60 2591.5¢ 15600 &7000 35913 155,75 63154 - - 3,060,001
{100 {6) (6} 5} 5 (9 L () i
Toral respanssy 19 127 213 75 1] 228 184 19 " 44 16

Moees - L.

teot 2l individual responded to these Quesiions

2, Average is wken froem among those who responded only.




Women Rubber Smallholders ;: Gender Roles
and & Critical Survey of the Literature

Afec Gordon

This paper is based on fieldwork and research undertaken by the Women's Study Programme of
CUSRI. {Gordon and Siriszmmbhand, 1986 ; Sirisambhand and Gordon, 1988 ; Sirisambhand and Gordon
19513, it comprises fweo paets. First, a very brief svmmary of findings about the gender division of labour
of rubber smaliboiders. And secondly, a critical survey of the literature containing information about
women's role in rubber growing in the region.

Gender Divisien ef Labour in Robber Growing

Southeast Asia produces rearty 90 ¥a of the world's natural rubber and most of that comes from
smallhoidings. Thailand now ramks us the world's largest exponer with abowt 9 % of its output from
samilfoldings. in the regreitable abserce of reliable official statistics it may be estimated for the three main
praciucers in 1992 (Thailand, Msztaysia and Indonesia) that there were at least 2.3 million rubber smallhelder
families. Thailand probably had about 600,00¢ such families. I each of the producing countries women
comprise at teast half of the rubber smallbotder workforce. (In Thailand, if our proportionaicly small
sample findings are natiorally valid, women might account for aver 60 % of rubber growcers )

[t appears that for rubber smallholders, tasks are not [ixgd by gender and the division of labour i
very flexible. Certair jobs appear to be done more frequently by men if they are available—ladder tapping.
heavy milting and bulk trznspori of sheets. When men are not available, which is often, the task is done
by women. These might be regarded as “*heavy’” tasks. But then what is carrying latex by shoulder pole
if pot *'heavy'* 7 And ihat is vsualiy done by women. Habits seem to vary from one locality to the next.
One noteworthy feature is that alithough rubber experts generally maintain that women make superior tappers
to men there seems no tendency for this to establish 2 division of labous.

The variation in persforming rubber tasks by locality and by family history may not be prismarily
releted to rubber growing requiverments at all. Indeed the patiern is so varied in this respect that it may be
tee  that whoever carzries out the given lask in mbber 15 often delermined by presence or absence of other
sconomic opportunities. As they exist or vary, rubber aciivities vary inversely. In other words, whather
a man of woman taps or collects may be determined by which one of them found a temporary job say in
padi harvesting, trading or construction. It might be argued that pecpie tap or mil as resicwal activity,
This is rather an over-statement as from another angle the decision 1o work outside may alse be seer as
resigeal to rubber tapping. They are mutually dependent.  Hewever, this means that rubber activities and
their division of fabowr cannot be wnderstood on their own. it may be that the possibility for a famaly
membes to undertake other {particutarly off-farm) work is restricted by gender considerations. And clearly
gender roles in howsthold activities aftc important,

1f this reasoning holds, # means that there is bttle or gender division of labour among rubber smail-
holders and that the person’s role actually is determined by employment opportunities outside rubber cultivation.
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Then it has not only important consequences for analysis of women's reles bwoi also cleariy would have
serious implications for smallkolder tzanining courses or extension assistance,

It seews that the prevailing technology in rubber smallhcldings does not discriminate against women,
Tasks are interchangeable apd women circujate freely amongst them. There is no elite-prestige task that is
monopolised by @nen.

Bui what of access to techmology ¥ First, we must ask, what technology 7 in the rebberholder
labour process, high technology plays 2 small part. And a different part from that in plantations. At one
end a very high and effective technology indeed has produced new high yislding rubber trees to be grown.
In fact the survival of nateral rubber against synthetic has depended on those. But they have not significantly
altered smallholder taks. They have not been mechanised. Actually, the comparative fack of impact on
the tasks of estate workers too have been forcefully noted (Expert Task Force, 1983, p. 51). At the other
end of the praductiorn process new curipg practices, batching of latex and #s concentration, rubber with
specfic techitical properties have =il been successfully introduced. Howewer, smallholders do not produce
any of those, excepl the mimoriiy that age centralised in group schemes/nucleus estaies. In other words,
the smaliholder rubber family has been by-passed by changes In curing/processing acivities. The bio-tech-
aclogy preducing the high yielding trees that the small farmers do plant is not such as to alter Buman roles
i the tasks involved in rubber growing.

We noted earlier that rubber is “*moderr’ crop—only fromm about 1900 A I3 It is not indigenous
to the area. So the ceason for the slowness of change cangot be just a continvation of “traditional"’ or
historical farming practices.

What then has the rubber Hierature to offer by way of explanation of these imporied phenamena 7

Literatuse Survey : Rubber Samlthelders and the Role of Women

The newcomer eo the “trade’ literainre on rubber might well have o be forgiven forsing a wrong
impression, MNamely, that smatiholder rubber grows on trees Of Its own accord and without hurean inter-
vention other than planting. Government or business-oriented mbber publications may be strong on statistics
of productivity, prces, costs and/or bio-technology and consequenitly provide the information infrastructure
of our study. However, they are weak on people and certainly nomn-starters as regards geader relztions.

Indeed, 2 review of literature strictly confined to gender relations in Thadand's smeilholder subber
growing would be very short. The author must blushingly corfess that the orly mention of the topic he
contd fingd, tay in hizs own co-apthored work. (Gordon and Sirisambband, 1986, 1988, 199!}. Extending
the field to other Asian countzies would add two usefw] studies for Mataysia in the form of ontstanding
student dissertations (Khong, 1985 : MNair, 1979). Indirectly, the massive through flawed (and unpublished)
survey of rubber smallkolders iz Peninsulzr Malaysia {RISDA, 1985) provides dala for the study of gender
by presenting tand fenure and participation in official replanting schemes by sex, ethaic grouwp and state.
Anther survey of women rubber growers from the same source gave information on their educational back-
ground and principal employment. Only 34 % gave rubber growing as their mnost important productive activity.
{(RISDA, 1982, p. 20), Appendix Table 7). Two excellent historical studies that concern rubber smallhoiders
in Maiaysia (Lim, T.G., 1977, Shamsul, A B, 1986) are essentinl background reading althongh they rarely touch
on gender relations as such,

It is ynfortunare that some of the best socio-economic studics allow themselves to be entrapped in
the fictions of conventions! group classification. Ome good report we detaii below. We do so because, i
deals with three mubbér smallholder villages {in St Lanka), because a good deal of information about women
at work in rgbber gardens can be shaken out of it and because it frustratingly does not present data abouot
women it must have collected, Thus, were we to accept 2 table entrtled, “Percemiage distoibution of smployed
population by main occupation’ {lavasana and Herath, 1984, p. 19} we maupst believe that ondy 17 % of
those employed were women. And that of the 52.7 % in gericulture & mere 5.5 % were wamen. However,
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once anther table, that on the “iabour force™, (Javasena and Herath, 1984, p. 18) and the writers' comments
thereon are referred to, & very different picture emerges.

if we add Lhe categories "“housewives™ and “*family helpers™ and “'unemployed™ to those “employed™’,
femate participation becomes 47 % and saale participation 42.9% What makes this more than statistical juggling
is the remarks of the writers,

“Family helpers — though not engaged in painful employment, the services given by them for theis
household activities and for rubber production, especially lapping and processing are important — abthough
{hopsewives™} main funclion is 0 attend to household chores most of ehem are gotively engaged in rohber
production activities as well. ln most smoallholder families, the rubber tapping and processing activities are
done by the housewives as part of their day o day aciivities.”" (Jayasena and Hemath, 1984, p. 14).

50 now, far from being a negligible factor, women are presenied as predomimant in the pricipal
farming activity of the villages. Ewventnally, we have got 2 picture of the numbers of women at work that
any informed persan would expect i the first place. The irony of this case in that the survey muosi bave
eollecied primary data showing the actual number of people by sex at work in mbber growing. ¥t was the
statistical classification aeed that "lost™ all those working woten, So nstead of eplightening us, that chapter
become a preiude to obscurity and génder bias.

if rubber estates were added to the list some more stimulating studies of women could be added :
for Malaysia {Heyzer, 1985 . Jomo and Zaimi. 1984, Corjitham, 1987 and for indomesia (Surivakusoma
1G86, Stoter, 1930, 1982}, The nombers of women invelved is very much lower than for smallhoiding.
Because of the different situations the significance of estates for the study of women smallholders is not
¢lear although a comparative analysis would probably be proeductive of insighis. At amyeale, it may be
noted that women account for a larpe proportion of the rubber estate workforce, n 1986 they amounted
to 87,000 or 58 % of the toral in Malaysia ; 70,008 or 35 %% in Indonesia (Gordon and Sirisambhand, 1987,
p. 18) ; and for 1978 ja Sri iLanka, 29,700 or 44 % (Sinnathamby and Wickramasekara, 1984, p, 91). Totai
esiate employment has been declining, in Malaysia and Indonesia since 1955, However, since then, the
percentage of women in Malaysia hass continusd to nise whilst in indonesia it has declined. However, whilst
the best paid agricudtural fask on the state — lapping — &5 dominated by women in Malaysia and “‘fermales
are very imporiatnt for tapping” in Sr1 Lanmka estates {Sinnathamby and Wickzamasekara, 1984, p. 89), in
Indonesia the main estate area of North Sumatra now has no women cubber tappers 2l &l according to,
Stoler.  Also, claims Stoler, women account for only about 25 % of the esiates” ol workforce, Support
for these starthing claims about Indonesia are fovnd in a swrvey of two small ubber estates in West Java,
where, although one-third of the outdoor employees are women, only [0 of 8% rappers are women {Surya-
kusuraa, 1985, pp. 43, 45). We may further add that in Malaysiz wage rates for male and female have been
equalised, whilst in indenesiz women are paid lower rates. Useful and Heyzer (1982) discussions of these
may be found in Oarjithan (1987) Khong (1979, pp. 201-209) for Malaysiz and at various points in Stoler for
indonesia. Also, atthough how somewhat dated and dealing mainly with tea estates Kuorian's {1982) accoumnt
might still usefuliy be consufted for Sir Lanka. However, no published comparative analyses are to be found
— not even from the 1LO Planiations Committee {of 11O, 1987}, The relevance of all these to the analysis
of women smallholders will not be clear wntll comparative analyses of women in rubber estates is undertaken
and completed. This would be a task of some importance 2nd probably of congderable sigpificance. Un-
fortunately, it fell cutside the scope {and fundingd ar our smallholder project.

Ous search was extended to include any paper on Thaiand . rubber that appeared to go beyond 4
narrowly economic approach — i.e. those covering o whose title might indicate coverage of the “Socio-eco-
nomic’. Al least some indirect indications of gender relalions or at anyrate women's acilvities might be
expecied there. We note there the implcations of ignoring or misrepresenting women's roles.

included in rhe swyvey are certain student dissertations of some distinction and whichk achieve a
position of criticel indeperdence from the offical Thai sousces even if they do not wuch upon gender directly.
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Thus this Hiterature could be classified undes three headings :

(1) Official quantitative
{2} Official or semi-official socio-economic studies on Thailand’s mabber in the 1970's
{3) Oradute stpdent papers from Thammasat University around 1983

1) Odficial Quantitative Literature
The “‘rubber smallholder'”

The customary international statistical classification of rubber “smallholder'” s 2 rebber cultivaior
with less than 41 hectares, Such z distinstion includes obviously quite sizeable hoiders, big enough 1o have
to wse much outside fabour. However, the average rubber holding in Thailand and Malaysiz is abour 2.5
tectares. (In indoresia it may be abowt 2.0 hectares). For Thailand, official statisiics do not distinguish
between *‘estate’” and “‘smaltholder’” but as the information details the size of holging one may deduce
from it that there are few rubber estates {41 ha and over) in Thailand. The figures we kept ip mind when
thinking of & rubber smallholder were : the average size of rubber holding, the fact that rubber holdiags
under 4 hectares in size account for about 99 % of all Thai rubbker holdings and over 70 % of rmbber area, and

the ¢stimate that 5 hectares is the maximum workable by family labowr alone. Mothing relizble about
women was foond,

The presemtation of data on costings in rubber growing by officials of the Rubber Research Institute
did, however, give rise to valuable information about the economic surplus produced by smallhclders as a
whole, This is analysed critically and in detail elsewhere. {Gordon, 1959).

{2} Official/Semi-official Secio-economic Studies
gy 197374

The setiing up of the replanting program in the late 1960's vnder the auspices of FAC gave rise 1o
some village research studies aronnd 1973-74, {e.g. Goss, 1973 ; Lok, 1974 ; Speirs 1973 ; Stifel, 1974).
These attempt to confrom the mystery of smallholdes motivation and tehaviowr, provide data on numbers
of trees per hoiding and occasionally touch on land tenure, However, apari from noting that smallholder
rubber was a family activity they say virtually nothing about gender relations or numbers. Speirs (1973,
1) did find it “interesting’ that the women Interviewed in his survey generslly knew mere sbouwt rubber
prices then men. However, zlthough even on the narrowest of economic grounds this finding should have
been comsidered very important, it seems that it was not “‘interesting’’ enough for amyone in auwthority io
pursue the maiter,

The only other treatment of gender in this set is of no sigaificance i terms of providing informarion.
However, if is A prime example of tunne] vision on the part of (male} officials. Cune that permits them to
raake statements aboud women that they must know to be unérue and leads to a downgrading of the role of
wOmen. 30 we must consider the matter.

Iz a calcutation of the cost of feplanting rabber trees on a iypical smaliholder by a (or even thel
tading expert on Thal rubber growing it is said, “The sharing of work by other (i.e. non-male adult} family
members in given in Tables A, 10 {replanting). A, ! (intercropping) and A. 12 {tapping. collecting and
processing)™_ {Lok, 1977, p. 73. The one that concerns us most, the man casepory in Table A, 12 (p. 38),
shows a statement claming that the man accouns for swo-thirds of the work and wife and childeen one third,

in fact this is not so. 'We say this not simaply on the basis of our own survey which suggests that
the imput of the husband is a good deal tess than half. But also on the basis of the standard wisdom of
trade opinion (including rubber officials’ optniont that reckons a fifty-fifty division of the work of robber
growing man and wife,

This is & typical example of where an assumption in made for a numercal celculation {and does
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not affect the calutation as such} in which the family exists only as an abstraction, U resplts in 2 siatement
which is untrue and, which its writer must have known, did not reflect his own field ecperiences.

in similar fashion the writing of “‘officialese® permitted Malaysian experts the absurd statement,
“abopt 70 % of the smaltholders were male”' (Samsuddin, Shah and Kobat, 1985, p. 86). Only the temporary
ablivion of their undoubted kaowledge and experience as field workers could permit such a stupid error,
This siztement has only fictional validy that derived its paper existence from the procedure that “'rubbes
smallholders® are recorded only on the basis of ‘*head of household®', As in the Thai case 2 myth is per-
petuaied “*absent mindedly® that distorts the recorded participation of women and, on the basis of factual
error, demeans their importance.

Finally we note the existence of a2 study which, although not official, had the alluring title Contnibution
of Wamen to the Family Income in the South of Thaitaswt (FES). The chapter on rubber, however, contain
Htle beyond expressing nesd for information becawse rubber growing is easily the largmst rural income activity
by women in the South,

{3) Graduate Student Dissertations from the Economics Faculty of Thamassart University

On rubber are wider ranging and show a more critical approach than do the officlal or trade studies.
However, they are still fendamentally exercises in neo-classical economic econometric dispiay so provide
nothing on gender relations. Some do throw valuable light on Thai smallholder replaniing and marketing
Behaviour.

To conclude © our fiterature sarvey is brief because the literature touching on the role of women in
rubher growing is significaldy margre.
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Gender Relations and Changing Rural Society

Napaoi Sirisembiand

Writings about women in Asia are (oo often distorted by generalisations that fransfer finding abowt
ane sociely fusually in India( to a siereotype for the whole conlinents. As 2 forin of corrective, 1 would
Mke 1o present evidence of certain typical cases of gender felations in which womens position, thongh not
equal to men's is aolably beler (or Ioss bad) than ikae of the hasty over-generafisation. And where changes
are lo some extent influenced by the existing positions of womcen,

Scuth East Astan women enjoy relatively higher position than women in most other parts of Asia,
for example, China, India or Pakistan. BHstinciive cultural characterisiics have developed that emphasise
mulnal dependence of the sexes in prodyction relanons. Sech stateinents have been substantiated by a
rurtber of South East Asian social scieniists: for example, Pasuk Anekvanich ((979), Chou Mong Tarr
(19833, Swtsawat Disarot {1983), Ceciliz Ng (1986}, Gordon and Sirisambhand (1987), Amara Pongsapich
{1988} and Aiva Ong (1988)

In this paper T aitempt to recxarmine this cellural characteristic of gender mutval dependence and
rural women's position and how these have boen altered or reconstitpted in the process of secio-econamic
change. In 5o doing | propase to look al women's place in \hree imporiar! economics sub-systoms, namely,
13 the ““wraditional™ wel rice or subsistence production, 2} the cash crop or export orented crop produclion
and 3) the urban informal sector, where many rural migrants find themsclves,

The materials used in 1his paper are maindy based oo my own observgiions from fickd work and
cropirical stedics canducted under the Womer™s Sludies Programme, Social Research Institote in Thailand
over ihe past 15 years.

WOMEN IN TRADITIONAL WET RICE ECONOMY

Wat-rice cultivarion is one of the oldest forms of Mhelihood of the peoples of Southeast Asia.. in
Thatland, the practice has been poing on for cenlpries.  Alter Thailand {then known as Siam) sipned the
trade treaty with the British {The Bowring Trealyd in 1855, rice became the pome ¢aport commaodity and
fiepan 1o he produced in exchange for cash {Chattip Narisupha 1935, Sompop Manarangsen, 1989

However, this change &td wot have much impact on the methods and the iechnical crganizations
of production, Since rice i the staple foad farmers {irsu produced cnough for their own conspmption,
then sold the surplus.  This patiern skill exists Loday.

With regard to production orpanisation, the lamily is the productive upit and its adult members
both med 2nd women are the major productive forcos working on the household Nelds.  As Far as division
of laboor 15 concernad, men normaily lake ep what is considered o be “heavy” tasks in the production
process, e.2., in land preparavion soch as plowghing, barrowing and buelk ranspotting.  Wormen, on the
owher hand do light™ tasks such as planting, weeding and harvesting. Bur this division s mm rigid. When
men aee ol available, women can aiso do the “heavy™ Lasks and men vice versa,

Generally, men and women work complementarily o each other, U is the matter of labour svailability
and the imirg of crop calendar which determine what arc there to be done rather than the rigid division of
labour as ‘maic’ or ‘lfemale’ wasks. ITh most agriceloral productions in Thailand, i s vory much dependent
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on micre-climate especally ramn water. There are peak periods where all the fabour power in the househsld
i5 needed be it male or female, adults or children.

Lucien M. Hunks and Jane B, Hanks (1953) have produced a table of wpical day of wet rice larming
which verfl well illusivated how famiiy members conirtbute their labove power info the household.

Typieal Day of a Farming Family

Time

MActivities

4o $:18 a.m.

&:10 1o 5:30 a.m.

Wife nurses bhaby: may chew berel.

Wife {or a grown daughler) cocks while others sleep. Husband arises at 5 1o

care for wates buffain,

5:30 to § 2.m. Husband, wife and older children work in fields, Between ¢ and 5:38 children

eat, help in household, feed buffaio and prepare for schogl, Priesis coliect alms.

Gam to ¥ pm, School for children 7 10 14 vears old; younger children cared for By wife, cider

kinsman or hired girl.
9:15 a.m. Field group returns for breakfast.

3 a.m. to 2 p.oon Ficld growp again does farm work.

2:30 p.m. Field group may eal a tpht hunch.

2:45 10 4 p.m. Wife preparcs cvening meal.

3:30 1o 6 p.m. Children return from schoel; bathe, fish, care for buffale. Husband does chores
near house, organizts co-Operative work ahead.

& p.m. Evening meal

7:30 pom. To bed; ogocasionally chat, plan work.,. Winnow of pound rice.

Soutce : Lucicn M. Eanks and fare Richardson Hanks. Barara F. Ward, cd., ®omen in the Mew Asia (Pans : UNESCO,

19633, p.42%.  As quotcd by Aneckvamich, Phasuk Status of Women m Thaferd, 1979,

Regarding reproduction activities, women are peimarily responsible for cooking, childeare and cleaning
of the house. There again, the division is not sharp. There are chores in which both sexes participate such
as fetching water, colleciing firewood or making charcoal, Sometimes childeare is also done by men, e.g.,
in the situarion that the woman is not available or bosy doing other chores,

Food gathering and fishing as part of the subsistence for most Thai farming familtes are abso aciivities
mvolving mien and women. As abserved by Potter “All the villagers, especially the grls and women, spend
hours ¢ach day during slack rimes in the agriceliural cycle fishing the sireams and canals. Men, on the
other hand, go out early every morning 1o check at the fish (raps in the sireams''.  (Potter : 25).

Land as productive resource is the family property, the unmarricd woman works on the household
farm, After marriage, the husband comes to live with her family and work on her household farm beforc
ter parenls divide vp the land for her, Ceneraily, parents do not divide up the land and give to their children
uniil they Rave reticed from farm work (Polter). The Fact that rural women in traditional wet rice community
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arg in sirong pasiion was also obscrved by Potier that “‘—they have the strength of characier, independence,
and self-assurance of women who bve in a society where they are in a strong position. Residence 15 matrilocal.
The daughiers stay al home and their husbands come in 10 live with them.  Inhentance is bilateral, and the
women share sgually with the men; --. Women work in the fields. rear the children, keep house, and they
are also merchants who carn money for their family selling in the markets. They are the ones who keep
the money ---.7" {Pokter 24).

Observations sech as this have been in existence for more than 2 century and described by vnveys to
Sigim (Thailand) in the olden days. Thus, Bishop Pallegoix's description of the position of women in Siam
iw the mid aincteenth century.

In general, Siamese women are well treated by their husbands. They have greaf authority in the
runming &f the family and gre respected. They have considerable personal freedom and are nol
held in comtempt as in Ching. They appear in public, go o market, trade, may and receive
visits, walk (o the femples fn lown and it the couniry, withow! having 1o fear the jealousy of
their hushands. Nane of them are badly-off except for these whe fall into slavery. (1834 1 75).

Altkough Wi domestic area, women perform most of the reproduciive functions and work more

hours than men, this Fzct is not viewed by the farmers as subordination but rather as an aspect of eguai
parihnership. Women still have autonomy and the nght 1o property as well as controlling the family budpet.
There seem Lo be the division of sesponsibilities between man and worman in that man manages the ‘public’
sphers (e.2., deal wilh officials and outsiders) whilst the woman manages and makes decisions in the houschold.
This division does not wmean that the man does not participate in the reprodection actividles, They fish,
carry water and coliect firewood as well as caring for the children. As a marter of fact, the proximity of
the homesiezd and the farm does aliow productive and reproductive work to be carried out simuelianesusly
as well as mlerchangably between the sexes. In the villape context, women’s position in relation 0 men
is complementary not competilive or in opposition to cach other.

Such division of labour has been practiced for ceniuries among That rice growers and has always
been \keir way of life based on a world view of mutwal co-operation and gender complementarity. As price
Dzmrong Rajapuparh (Younger brother of King Rama V) then head of the Imertor Ministry, described in
bis account on village life during his official trip ro Monthon Udorn and Isarn {the Northeasiern region of
Thailand) i 190646

I during the season for padi cultivation, men, women and children carry out the tasks. In the
aff season, men po fooking for goods (fungle praducts) to rade, women sioy home rearing sitk-
worms, weaving and make clothes . .there Is no superiorily nor subordingtion.’” fas quoted by
MNarisupz {985 ¢ 1)

in landiess hovseholds, the sigation differs somewhai. Tt 15 among ihis class that the c¢osioms
somitivaes can not stricily be followed. A woman from 2 landless household may move out from her home
village after marriage if her husbard owns a piot of lard. Mevertheless, this does not degrade her position.
Their productive relations remain complementary to cach other. In the case where both the man and the
woman are from landless houscholds, life is more difficelt for both of them.  All active members of the
t’amil*yF alc.e_ forced to tzke up all kinds of work available to them just for survival. Here again they share

the tasks topsther.
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WOMEN IN THE CASH CROP ECONOMY

Cash crop here refers to dry field crops such as cassava, maize and sugarcane. These crops were
introduced as commereial ¢rop to Thailand approximately 383-35 years ago, Jexcept for sugascane which had
been cultivated since the turn of 19ih century) starting a process which dramatically changed the agricultural
structures of Thailand. Producition shified from subsistence agriculture to a commodity production with
the increase use of mechanisation and modern inputs. The fuct that these crops (sugar excepted) are produced
mainly for foreign markets, effectively meant that systems of monoculiure on extensive fields were a2 major
requirement. Farmers arc foreed to take up commercial melthod of production through the wse of new
technelogies such as tractors, chemicals and credis (both foarmal and iaformal). The agricniiural area increased
spectacularly from b2 milhon hectares in 1950750 to 152 milkion heciares in 1979, by far the larpest expanston
in Asia (Uhlig, ed.1984). The increase of cullivated area was made possible through the opening up and
clearing of forest land, Various factors such as population pressure for agriceiteral land, the demand for
dry field crops in the world market, the lack of government policies or commitment o tackle the problem
of land commercialization and the process of the farmers’ landlesstess have reswited in the rapid encroachment
of forest afeas and environmental problems. Forest land was converted into exiensive fields for cash crop
cultivation, Migration within and between provinges became a ¢common phenomenen, Due to scarcity of
land and land fragmesntation in their home villaxe former wet rice farmers became ploneer farmers who
migrated tnsearch of unoccupied or "“free’ land in frontier aress or forest reserves. They are mainly newtly
founded families who came from landless or small holding families. In the process of land clearing both
man and wife worked hard rogether duc to lack of labour and the fact thal {hey have o grow first subsisténce
crops as soon as possible.  The first crops culnvated in newly opened land were generally upland rice and
corn plus other crops such as hot chillics and sesame. After 2 few years when the piot was free of trer
stumnps, the monoculiyre of cash crop such as malze or casseva will then replace any sebsistence crops planted
carlier.

In cash crop producoion, conditions differ from rice growing. First, the crops are non-subsistence
and prown solely for commercial vse; secondiy, the settlement pattern is dispersed in exiensive fields as
opposed to the cluster type of the traditional setiing: thirdly, the seitlements are young and gencrally made
up of land hungry farmers from different plagces. Comsnuenity integration throupgh kinship ties is aimost
absent. Farmers engaged in dry field crop production are completely dependent on the cash economy. #®ice
and olher food kave lo be purchased. Life for the now settlers as cash crop farmers s very moch under
the influence of a capiiakisiic made of producrion.  Although they are not necessarily wage labourers, Lhe
crops \hey produce are commodities {in the Marxist sense) and are not for family consumplion. in fact,
the varietics of ¢assava and maize grown are For use as animal lodder and are not edible by bumans,

Being now isolated from their kinsfolk and comimunity support the women become more dependent
ppon men particelarly in dealing with outsiders hke traders, officials or even svighbours and in seeking
employers. Many farmers 1ty 10 compensate for this loss by retaining ties with their native villages thiough
going back to help in paddy ¢ultivation during the wet season or to participate in religious festivals.

The repredoctive work is generally g wemen's task. However, it is pot yncomemon {or 4 man o
Lzke care of the children where Lhe woman finds wage work and he does not. (Gordon and Sirisambhand,
19878}, In facr it is the harsher conditions--c.g. scarcity of water sources and soil depiletion--that make
life more difficelt and for women in paticular, who are the cooks and the Food gatherers, to cope with,
As Schneiz and Lestrmann point out in their study of migration and autrition in Thailand,

* gfter shifting to cesh crop production, the best part of arabie fand is usually dedicated fo cash
crups, 5o that fand production for self supply will be reduced - further deteriorgting nuiritionaf
consequences are Io be expected through the mainfy .monoculivral cudtivation of cash crops. This
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enkances the risks of crop failure and alse diminishes the original diversity of wild plants that
afien are a vatuable supplement to ihe diet.”" (Uhlig, ed 1984, p.227).

Their relalions lo the principle means of production, L.e. @ lend has also changed. Due to the fact
that these new settlements are mainiy encroached-on state-owned forest-reserved areas, no-one cap have full
ownership, righls. In praciice, afier a number of years of cultivation of the land, the farmers lay claim to
it. While this may nor be legally recognized, thesc claims are recognized among fellow settlers. In these
castes, the clzigant is always male,

Cither related problem which plague cash crop farmers and their families was indebledness. Because
of relatively high cost of investment and increased mechanization farmers are more dependent on outside
wsstitutions for loans and credits, They are always at ricks , particularly when crops fail or the collapse in
prices which are determined by the world market. Land is the only asset to sctile debts. Some farmers
have to sell their (illegal} ownesship of the land to pay their debts.  In some cases, the whole family simply
moved away leaving the iand behind to their debtors. These farmers on the other hand moved foether into
the frontier iand and may repeal the cycle agan. Since arable land became increasingly scarce, landiessness
has begome a major problem,

These stluation affect both men and women farmoers and their families. women face the problem of
isolation 2nd adjustment from each move, children lack education and basic healeh care duee to remoieness
and the fact that that the seitlements are illegal and not recogrized by he local government in providing
services of basic Facilities.

Despite all these changes, i is interesting to note that male and female produclive relations in the
household remain more or less the same. Family is still the production unit, man and wife equalty share
he tasks. There i a strong notion of imerdependence and complementarity 1 their division of werk. The
man and wife work together in the fields planting and harvesting in addition to hired labourers, who has
replaced labour exchanged practices among kin and neighbours in their home village,  Wage work became
part of their livelihcod as the need for cash earning increased.  They work not only on their family l2rms
but zlso on their acighbours' farms, As some of the women interviewed put i

“Meawadsys, it is impossible for a family to survive if only the man works fi.e. @ working for wages).
The wife as well must go out and earn cash.” (Gordon and Sirisambhand, 19874 : 55).

But thore are some limitation in (that the women in particular can not go far from home o work
for wapes because of their duties as bome keeper.

WOMEN iN THE URBAN INFORMAL ECONOMY

in this section, I will deail with mural women who miprated and seided in Bangkok and are dependent
on the *informal economy'’.  The information For this paper is mainly based on the empirical seudy that § did
on womens' lives in one of the siwm areas in Bangkok city. The focus of this section s (o examine how
the productive relations between pender have changed and affect women's position within the comtext of
urbanizabon.

The area studied Klong Toey, is one of the bigeest and oldest slum in Bangkok situaled or goverament
land reserved for use by the Pori Autharity of Thailand. Most of the carlier squatters weree landless or tenanis
farmers from wol fce areas in the cemiral plain.  The maw factor which atiracted these fareners i Bangkok
urban centre was the opportunity 1o find nor-agnculiural wape employment since there was no fulure in
farming, parlicularly in ihe situation they were Macing, 1. as 4 landless olass.

As 2 result of the government palicy over the past four decades, which emphasised the prowth in
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indusirial and manufaciuring sector which concentrated in wrban centres particularly Bangkok and the ad-
jaceni cities, The pap betwegn the couyntsyside and vrban cemires has been widening. Eurthermore the
promotion of agro-industry and “mongtanzaton” in the rural areas has aiso resulied in widespread of bank-
ruptcy among smail and landless farmers. The ‘exodus’ of rural popolation wn search of wage work in
urben centres was inevitable. As Hewison note, the popuiation engaged in agricuiture has declined in per-
ceniage terms from B2%n 19680 T0%in the early 1980's.

. these chanpes ave indicative of the development of a more indusiriellv-Based coonomy confirmed
by the facr ther the occupational stgius of the populeiion has moved more in the direction of
wage labour, with gimost a quater of the economically active population now falling intg this
cafezgaory’'. fHewison, p 55,

Bangkok metropolitgn area itself is considered the bigzest cemtre for employment and cowld absorb
relatively large number of migrami workers from other segions in the country. Once arvived, these rural
mHgrants can only find slum areas the omly affordable place to live. In 1983 H was reporied that there were
abowt 1020 cloms in Benpgkok and their population made up o almost 20% of the 1otal population in Bangkok
area. {Pornchokchai, 1985 p 28).

They came g5 familics, t.e. man and wife and or with chiidren, and preferably settled in a slum
arez where they could find (heir friends or relalives who came from the same arca or provinee.

Despite the fact that, physically, slum cnvironments are “‘unfriendly” or run down and unfit to live
ir rural migrants and the urban poor, regarded them as the only affordable oplion to have relatively easy
access 1o sources of employment. This applies particularly where Few skills are required, such as in petly
irade, daily wage labour in dock yards, construction sites and smali factories or sweat shops.

Form the case study, it was evident that most marped women found themselves being in the inferior
position and restricted from social and economic awtonomy which their reral sisters still enjoy. The family
is no longer the production unit. Both men and women found themselves (otally dependent on the wage
fabour markel. Women's lack of occepational skills and education offen make it maore difficule to find work,
illiteracy among women averaged 25% which is almost Iwice as higher than he rational average which was
13.8% in 1984 {National Statistics Office).  Male :Biteracy in the slum was 10.5% as compared to the national
average of 6.3 ®. Being urban squatters withoul any official house registration, the slum dwelless find it
difficulat 1o have access to public services such as schooling, let alone other facilities such as clean water,
elegtricity and garbage dispusal,

Slum women have to rely very much on unskilled work in the mformal sector of the economy such
as daily wage workers in small factories, construction workers or self employed 10 petty trade as Food vendors,,
About 26% of empioyed women were dependent on this sector, of which two thirds of them generated their
own income through self employment. The siteation is worse for those with young children because (hey
canhot go out to find work and thus have 1o be dependent on their husbands to bring in cash. The simgele
for Famiy survival is more difficnit. The gender division of labour in the houschold is more marked. Women
are tied down in the domestic sphere. However, these women struggle and sirategize 10 mazke ends mest
by doing hame-based work such as making bamboo skewers and artificial Nowers or sewing in which they
can combime the two roles as nome keeper and income earner. Ninety percent of the women employed said
that most of their carnings are spent on food for the children aad the whole family.

[t was interesting to find that married women in Lhe slum had a relatively inconsistent pattern of
employmenl or participation into the labour market. There seems to be a strong relationship between the
age of the family or the women's age o the rate of their employment as shown in the diagram below
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One hundeead and foriy seven marfied women of different age groups in the slum were asked about
their present employment.  interestingly, the older they became the more they were in the labour market.
However, most of the jobs were home based and self-employed. This can be explained by the fact that
younesr women in a newly founded Family are tied down to domestic work, espectally childeare,  When the
family grew older and children have grown up to be able to heip with the househeld chores, the women
were more oF less released from the burden of house work and could cnler imo the labowr marker.  Surprisingly,
women i the 51-55 age group had the highest employment rate 80 per cent. At this 2ge most women were
not only free from house work and could cngage full time in income earning activities. Their burden of
being one of Lthe prime income carners in the family has also lessened since most children were now earsing
their own income or moved owt 10 live with their spouse. Employment rate declined among the 55-60 and
over 60 age groups. This is when some women can afford to take up the role of grandmother and began
1o fade out lrom incomi earing jobs to take up domestic chores again. This maindy invelved looking afier
their grand children to allow their parenis t¢ g0 out t0 work., Male's employment on the other hand may
seem Imconsisiant o but that was becapse of the iregulaniy of job avariability rather than the home keeping
responsibilities. By comparison in the village community women and men enter the labour force {farming

on own land or neighbour'sy at the age of 14-15 vears amd romain in the work force as long as they are
fit 1o do so. Mevertheless, in generzi, it was found that peasant woman from better off househoids tend 1o
vefrain from farm work earlier than her poor village woman fellows, (Gordon and Sirisambhand, 1987A)
the patiern was more consistant.  Family and housekeeping responsibilities were not the major determingal
factor. This was pardly becawse in a peasant community domesiic and "public’ spheres did not have rigid

boundaries and physically distant from each other, Men and women can interchange their roles within these
spheres,
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In addition, women suffered {rom other form of exploitation.

Living tn harsh urban environfaeais where competitien for ecomromic survival was fierce, tensions
within the househelds were comemon,  This resulted in high incident of viclence against women. Aboul 76%
of shum women imi¢nviewed stated that family viclence (verbal and physical abuses) was the major problem
they were facing. The most common causes as perceived by these women, were financial makters {zpparently
these women have lost control over the family's pocker), husband’s infidelity by haviag relationships with
another women and the husband's drunkenness,

Despite thelr sirategization and productivity to make ends meel, the activities of women in the slum
are not fully recognized even by their own men. Because their activities {productive and repraductive) are
carried out in the domesiic sphere, They have become private and invisible. The attirude has become
that the ‘public’ sphere is for men and is where ‘real’ work 13 perlformed and the family income 15 earned,
Many women interviewed, stated thal they noever could see their own carnings because almost all the daily
income they earned irom home - based work was spent on food For her children and the family within
that day. One woman siated *'When my busband was without a job, | had to think of ways how to find
some money enough to buy fgod to feed the children™. The implicanion was that when husband®s task of
carning cash was interrupted it was not his faule. He did not have an obligation (o . assisi in the *domessic
sphere {in 1his cave feeding the children} which is regarded as women's responsibiliey.

it was evident, from this study thar gender productive relations were transformed as a resuit of the
alienation of men aad women from each other through the shift from home production to werking for
wapes oviside the home,

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In the Thai coniest, the sexual division of work alone does not always lead to subordination and
inequality. There are other factors which have 1o be taken into account. Empirical studies cited in 1his essay
indicate thar in the madern sector of the economy, the gender division of labour tends (0 create women's
subordination and inequality. ©On the other hand, in the traditional sector, this division does not create
competitive economic relations among family members, males” and females’ labour is acknowledged equally
The family as a whole iz 2 prodective unit composed of the family members, engaged in common activities,
The division of work is not based on specizlisation and is thus fiexible. It is in (he siteation where males'
and females’ labour is unequally valocd in monetary werms that women's position deteriorates. daie and
female members ol \he family arc alicnated from each other by work place and the unegual cash valee of
their labour. The division of “public’ and *‘domestic™ spheres is more marked and leads 1o (e inferior
pastlion of women. Patriarchal values si¢ralyping womien's role are perpetuated more in the modern sectas
by the cash economy, urbanisation, industrialisation and the bureaucracy.

In general, the problems faced by Thai rural women in the agnculiural sector are primarily the problems
of natural resource depletion or environmenlal degradation {such as deforestation, inpoverished soil, changes
in micro-climate) in addition 1o the problem of land fragmeniation and unegual distribution of land and
landiessness, These changes not only affect and distupt the livelihood of the rural population as 2 whole,
but they tend o weaken the traditional values and customs which are benefitling women's position. Tugether
with the strong current of parriarchal ideclopy imposed by the bureavcracy and the cash sconomy, rurai
WOMER are spun kg web to modernity and capdalist mode of production, which, as a result, degrades their
iraditional as equai productive pactners 1o men.

It s important that the Thai raditional valees and practices on gender relations b conserved and
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tworparaked o present day women and development agerdas.  This shouwld b done as part of the socialisation
process for those iavolved in the women development planning, and by emphasizing these conceptions in

all levels of implementation,

In the urban arca, Temale migrants are the least forimnate. Being femaile and of the wban poor,
their position is infertor relative to men, Totally dependent on the capitalist sector in the urban cash economy,
their labour is given less value. They are alienated from kinship support of the traditional COMITunILY,
their “dual roles’ become a real 'burden’ and lead (o subsrdination as the gender division of labour becomes
more 1igid,

However, despite this urfavourable condition, as refated to their gosition, women do sirategize in
their survival and strmggle to refain their economeic rele. Thus, one means to upgrade the position of these
women wauld be to empower them econmically. For example, by providing them with basic assistapce which
would facilitate, encourage and reinforge any economic activities they are already invelved in.  In the contexe
of the modern sector, economic independence is one of the key factors for women o pnard against their
deteriorating position.
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