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Abstract

Bang Rakam District always encounters flood every year
because the water in the river is overflowing in the rainy season
and there is no dam or large reservoir plus the fact that it is a plain
area, causing flooding problems from the past to the present. The
objective of this study is to understand the life style and
occupation of households in Bang Rakam District at the present
moment and to explain the effects of changing utilization of land
when the environment is changing by selecting a village in Moo 3,
Bann Bangkaew, Tha Nang Ngarm Sub-district, as the target area of

studyingThe study has selected 69 households as the number of
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samples, divided into 3 groups i.e. group of households who live
along the Bang Kaew canal and group of households who live in
the village outside Bann Bang Kaew and group of Households who
newly migrate to the village, by collecting economics, social data
and the changes in the utilization of land through interviews and
observations and interpreted of data, map of land utilization in
2010 and 2002.

Based on the result of the study, it was found that most
villagers are mainly engaged in agriculture field and the area has
become more and more adversely affected by floods every year
and lasts longer. In the past, the flood would last about 2 months
from September to October. During the year, villagers will utilize
the land to grow rice, followed by maize and soy bean
respectively. Fishing is also available abundantly in Bann Bang
Kaew canal and was kept for household consumption. Currently, the
flood becomes more and more severe and flood the area for
approximately 4 months from September to December. The
villagers have to adapt the land to do farming twice a year and
engage in fishing for processing them to various finished products
for sales in urban area such as, fish source, grilled fish, salted fish
and fermented fish paste etc., Villagers therefore had an average
household net income of Baht 329,400 per household. Average
cash saving was Baht 198,100 per household. Such figures indicate
that although the area of Bann Bang Kaew will be flooded every
year, villagers still have their economic status that can earn their
living sufficiently without migrating to other area outside the

district even though the environment will change.

Keywords: Land use, Environmental change, Bang Rakam District
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