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Tub...Shelter in the Forest of the Maniq Ethnic Group

Wisa Sektheera and Kriengkrai Kerdsiri
Abstract

This paper aims to demonstrate the traditional
vernacular architecture of Maniq ethnic group in Southern
Thailand called “Tub”. For many generations, Maniq people
dwell in the forest of Banthad mountain range. They are
nomadic foragers, living in a traditional hunting-gathering
society. Their settlement consists of Tubs, located in
particular parts of the forest where sufficient supply of food
is available. When the food supply is low, they wander to a
new location.

Tub is the architecture designed to meet the
context of a nomadic living in the forest with heavy rainfall.
Moreover, styles of the Tub can be adapted to various
geographical features in different locations. With its
simplicity, the Tub requires minimum building material,
tools, labor and time. Besides, Tub’s design also reflects
personality of the owner. Nowadays the Maniq society is
facing many changes. The deterioration of natural resources
resulted in sedentarization and the cultivation of crops of
sevearl Maniqg bands. These settled bands built cottages as
their dwellings instead of Tub. These changes are
potentially increasing.
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Manig’s Tub illustrated in the day that humankind
started to build their own habitats instead of living in
natural shelter. This paper attempts to find out and record
the Tub’s architectural features. Documentary review
including  field-survey conducted in the Manig’s
communities in the province of Trang and Satun were the
methods used for collecting data. The field-survey consists
of measured survey and semi-structured interviews. Then
the data were analyzed by morphological analysis through
architectural drawings and classification system. This paper
does not imply that the particular culture should be
protected from any changes while the context has differed,
it is merely to record the Tub’s architectural features which
represent the early architectures that have evolved to
today’s built environment.

Key words: Maniq, lean-to shelter, forest shelter, vernacular
style
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