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Political Landscape of Modern Rural Communities: Development,

Disparity, Election and Vote-buying Discourse
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Abstract
The country’s economic development since 1957 has
steered Thai rural communities away from self-sufficient economy
and heavily reliance on local resources to capitalist economy that
subjected the volatility of the market. Despite living a life under new
capitalist economy, a large number of rural populations are in
informal production sector. They are not supported by the social

security system and do not have access to provident fund, pension,
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and institutional loan to deal with the fluctuation of market economy.
The state under the administration of Thaksin’s government provided
social and economic welfare that enabled rural population to achieve
a new standard of living; as a consequence, rural populations are
increasingly active to connect themselves to the state in order to
demand appropriate economic and social support through the
election mechanism. Unfortunately, the legitimacy of their vote has
been undermined by the vote-buying discourse. This article
demonstrates the complexity and the importance of election
mechanism to rural population using the case study of Na-Yai village
to counter the vote-buying discourse that has been constantly
reproduced and used by the elite and metropolitan middle class to
design political rules and regulations to restrict the political power of
rural populations.

Keyword: Modern Rural Communities, Disparity, Everyday Politics,

Election Politics
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