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Chao Lay in the New Social Movement for

Community and Cultural Survival
Sirinon Suwanmolee
Abstract

Chao Lay or sea nomads are an ethnic group living
along the Andaman coastal area and islands. They are
directly affected by globalization as the sea and lands
become an important asset to serve international tourists
and other customers in tourism industry. Several
communities are facing housing and land insecurity. The
policy on natural conservation also neglects their customary
ways of life. Fisheries became a hardship for them. Their
current situation is, “No land to live, No sea to make a
living”. This paper presents the situations faced by Chao
Lay, using Rawai village as a case study. The concept of
cultural ecology is analyzed together with cultural
vulnerability. Chao Lay are now engaging in the new social
movement and seeking to negotiate with the government
authorities to revise regulations on the use of marine

resources.

Keyword: Chao Lay, sea nomads, cultural ecology, new
social movement, adaptation
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