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Abstract

National development process centered around economic
growth has led to progress in various aspects, yet it has caused
negative impact and problems. Therefore, there has been an effort to
identify alternative paths of development. This article describes the
history of establishment, goals, activities and the implications of
alternative communities to the society; and to analyze whether the
community can help easing current problems. The case study is
Wongsnit Ashram in Nakhon Nayok Province. This community
focuses on simple living, promotes the learning and development of
its members in order to serve and contribute to the society. The
study found that most of the members of the community are activists
who want to serve the society while leading a simple lifestyle. The

influence of the community on the wider society is quite limited, but it
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is regarded as a social example and inspires many to realize that
having alternative living and following non-mainstream goals are
possible. In conclusion, alternative communities focus on human
development through living and practicing as community, cultivating
members to conserve nature and devote to the betterment of a
society so alternative communities can help easing social ailments
and domineering roles of mainstream development especially if the

concept and practice becomes more widespread.

Keywords: alternative community, alternative development,

Wongsnit Ashram
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