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Observable Change in Urak Lawoi’s Housing and
Community: Case Study of Laem-tukkae Community
Moo 4, Rasada Sub-district, Muang District,
Phuket Province

Thanaporn Wattanasuk and Supitcha Tovivich
Abstract

This paper traces observable change in Urak Lawoi’s
housing and community amidst socio-environmental change
by selecting a case study of Laem-tukkae Community
Moo 4, Rasada Sub-district, Muang District, Phuket Province.
Before the period of land ownership disputes, the Urak
Lawoi here built stilted houses with simple vernacular style,
with parts tied together by rattan. At present, the Urak
Lawoi have been influenced by outside social and
economic values and they struggle to adapt in order to
survive from settlement insecurity. The community is now
densely populated with crowded houses and household
economic status is also reflected in house style and
materials. This paper is based on qualitative research. The
author used questionnaire, key informant interviews,
observation and architectural sketches of houses and spatial
use. The lack of land ownership security results in crowded
community and degraded environment. The Urak Lawoi are
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now less dependent on nature and instead more

influenced by outside economy.

Keywords:  Urak Lawoi  community, Laem-tukkae
community, change in housing and community, settlement

security.
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