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Abstract

Stemming from the endorsement of PreahVihear Temple
as the world cultural heritage site under the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), an
intense conflict has been raising between Thailand and Cambodia
relevant to the boundary and the definition of borderline of the
two countries. This article aims to give a descriptive definition of
the borderline of Thai-Cambodian through the concepts of space
as well as arts of the weak. The main point of the study is to

explain a historical context of the borderline of Thai-Cambodian at
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PreahVihear Temple, the definitions of boundary from different
parties, and influences on people along the border. The data
collection was conducted through documentary research, participant
observations, and key informant interview in Baan PhumSarol,
Souw-thong-chai Sub-district, Kantaraluk District, Srisaket Province
from 2011 to 2013. The findings revealed that there was no
boundary line setting in the Mandala period. Preah Vihear Temple
was only a desolate stronghold at that moment. However, the
overlapping definition, at present, among different parties becomes
the conflict and influences on livelihoods of people in PhumSarol
who define the meaning of this borderline and boundary different
from the outsiders.

This article, subsequently, would like to propose a changeable
concept of borderland in the context of globalization. Regarding the
PreahVihear Temple, not only does a matter of endorsement as the
world cultural heritage, it also reveals a struggle of political power on
the annexation as the influent conflicts. In line with academic field,
it is believed that the definition of borderland becomes weak. In
other words, it is a form of deterritorialization. In the case of conflict
in endorsement the PreahVihear Temple as the world cultural
heritage, notwithstanding, the borderland was given as a significant
definition between the two nation-states without concerning people’s
views in those areas. The people themselves must find their tactics
to negotiate as the weaklings to raise their voices for highly

meaningful consideration.

Keyword: PhumSarol, Politics of Space, Borderline, Nationalism,
Globalization.
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