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Social Capital in Disaster:
A Case Study of 2011 Flood in Nonthaburi Province
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Abstract
This article aims to study social capital through the 2011
Flood in one sub-district of Nonthaburi Province. Qualitative research
techniques consisting of survey, in-depth interview, structured and
semi-structured interviews and observation-were used to explain 1)
ideology and problem resolutions in the community through the lens
of social capital as well as 2) impacts of Social Capital and the linking

of local power relationship.
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The key findings are as followed:

1) The formation and accumulation of social capital in the
community from the overlapping between (1) horizontal association
from bonding and bridging among family and neighbor, and (2)
vertical association between linking groups.

2) The positive and negative impacts from the usage of the
social capital by the government and victim. Social safety net, source
of information and ways to access scarce resources were the
positive impact while the unequally to access resource and trust
reduction were negative ones reflecting the continuing of the

patronage system and power relation.

Keyword: Social Capital, disaster, Power relations, flood
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