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Researching Thai Society: Epistemological and
Methodological Issues in an Unequal World
Surichai Wun’gaeo

Abstract

Established social science research methodology
and development thinking faces fundamental challenges
due to planetary crisis and global social transformations.
Thai society needs to be put in historical context.
We periodize methodology and development historically
into 4 phases, namely, pre-modernization, modernization,
critique of Western ethnocentric modernization, and period
of globalizing world risk and alternative development, and
modernizations.

Following J. Habermas, knowledge could be seen as
having different forms and functions namely, empirical-
analytical, understanding or emancipatory based on
positivistic, interpretative or critical epistemology. In the
contemporary world, we have lived in paradoxes.
Quantitatively knowledge has increased. Yet, society lacks a
sense of shared purpose. Despite globalization, increasing
inequalities and periodic crisis, there are no clean system-
leveled reforms for global capitalism. Despite many
references to  "philosophy  of  sufficiency”  and
sustainable development, there are not systematic shifts
from growth. Knowledge specialization has resulted in
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fragmentation diminishing holistic sense in the face of global

challenges.

For social science in Thailand to be transformative,
there are 4 points to be considered. First, research needs to
be contextualized in the world of inequities, i.e., unegual
power. Second, to take stock of the knowledge gaps. Third,
methodological reflection on key issues of "scientism" and
methodological nationalism. Fourth knowledge innovation,
as political polarization, needs to be dealt not with binaries
but multiculturalism and grounded in critical and
interdisciplinary interactions.

Keywords: research; Thai society; social sciences;

methodology; epistemology
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a1 - Giddens, 1997.
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(Control Paradigm 91909 U Nowotny, H. et. al.,, 2001)
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(Santos, 2014)
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TUsEHEUAINSHUNNUMIUATINY LU Narrative Tenangidulseiiu
Ingvesdiinisidelulrenisivinisseninalseina g uaiasal
REITUUN, 2552.
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Nowotny, Scott and Gibbons, 2001)
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