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Abstract

The use of illegal guns to generate power amongst
locals living at the foot of the Banthat Mountain Ranges has
been witnessed for a long time due to three conditions:
social structure, the trend of having a gun, and people’s
feelings and thinking. Originally, this rural society stayed far
from state power; therefore, local people needed to find
ways to govern each other. They managed power relations
between different groups of people by means of network
relationships. Having a gun was a necessity — they were
used to prevent the dangers they encountered. Guns were
circulated within a network based on mutual trust within
groups. When the social structures changed, featured by
battles between the forces of the Communist Party of
Thailand and the goverment, this deprived locals of safety
in terms of life and property. Thus, they needed to use guns
which were introduced to the area in large numbers to
create security amongst themselves. Later, when social and
economic policies reached the area, certain groups of
locals, including local administrators and criminal influences,
as well as members of the Communist Party of Thailand,
utilized high-performance guns to exploit vulnerable people
and common resources. Most of their activities were illegal
and had negative impacts on local people. Later, despite
state authorities’thorough over sight of the local area, gun

use still continued to exist. Today, eun holders extend to
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influential people who can create a great impact on society
in a wider scope, in line with the power of such weapons.
This phenomenon results from two factors. Firstly, there are
people who are ready to be unlawful, officials cooperatein
exploitation, and local people and people outside the area
do not pay attention to this issue. Secondly, the drug trade
in Thailand is expanding, which results in the establishment
of many criminal groups. This has an impact on many local
people, for example, they do not receive justice, are

exploited, and lose their dignity.

Keywords: Power Generation, Unregistered Gun
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