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Abstract

This research project is focusing on a comparative
study of two electoral systems, Alternative Vote (AV) and
Single Transferable Vote (STV), and their impact on the
parliamentary elections in Thailand. In order to understand
their effect on the elections in Thailand, we applied the AV
and STV systems to examine the electoral results in 2007
and 2011, respectively. The results show that the electoral
outcomes in 2007 and 2011 were not changed much under
the AV and STV counting formulas. The Phuea Thai or
former People Power Party continues to maintain the
highest parliamentary seats compared to other political
parties. On the other hand many small parties benefit the
most from the AV and STV systems. Those small parties
such as Chart Thai Party, Phuea Pandin Party and
Matchimathipatai Party receive more seats from the AV and
STV simulations. The increasing number of seats among
small parties may allow them to enhance their negotiation
power when the major party forms the coalition
government. In the case of the Democrat Party, however, it
does not advantage from the AV and STV systems since the

party gain no extra seat under these systems.

Keywords: Electoral System, Alternative Vote (AV) and
Single Transferable Vote (STV)
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